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Florida’s Blue Economy

• Florida’s coastal counties generated more than $797 billion of 
economic value or 77% of the state’s more than $1 trillion economy 
(based on 2018 data).

• Direct and indirect use of ocean and coastal resources contributed 
$73.9 billion.

• More than one million jobs in Florida were directly and indirectly 
created by activities that used ocean and coastal resources.



In Addition to COVID, Existing Issues 
Include: 

• Declining water quality (e.g. algal blooms, sewage spills)

• Damaged natural habitats (e.g. coral reefs, mangroves, seagrass beds)

• Climate change: Sea level rise, extreme storm impacts, rising 
temperatures, ocean acidification, exacerbated coral disease

• Aging infrastructure

• Silos in management

• Data and information access, sharing, and management

• Public-private collaborations



Strategic Plan Goals:

• Blue Economy – Develop and expand supporting resources.

• Ocean and coastal resilience – Ensure resilience to the effects of 
local and global threats.

• Human and natural infrastructure – Improve water, wastewater, 
stormwater, power infrastructure, and natural habitats.

• Implementation, outreach, and financing – Build and sustain broad 
support and partnerships to execute the Plan with accountability and 
transparency.



Priority Actions:
• Public-private partnership under the Executive Office of the Governor, 

similar to Space Florida, to bring together key representatives from the 
public sector and private industry to solve ocean and coastal issues. 

• Evaluate risk-based vulnerabilities in ocean and coastal industries, small 
businesses, supply chains, and natural and human-built infrastructure to 
determine where key investments should be made.

• Update standards and permits for human-built and natural infrastructure 
to incorporate designs and practices that will increase resilience and 
protect the economy. 

• Protect, restore, and manage coastal and marine habitats and living 
resources that have a critical need for intervention by reducing pollution 
and other local threats, and mitigating impacts from climate change. 



• Florida Governor and Legislature
• State and Federal Agencies
• Florida Ocean Alliance
• Florida Ports Council
• Marine Industries (e.g. Tourism, transportation, fishing, 

aquaculture, etc.)

• Conservation, Environmental, and Education Organizations 
(Aquatic Preserves, Parks, Estuary Programs, National Seashore, 
Marine Sanctuary, etc.)

• Academia
• And More

Improve, Create, and Better Utilize Partnerships



Implementation and a Call to Action

• Establish executive level public-private partnership

• Blue Economy advertising campaign/consistent messaging

• Statewide resilience criteria

• Implement Task Force and Plan recommendations

• Measure cumulative and secondary impacts

• Statutory and rule changes

• Leverage existing appropriations and find additional funding sources

• Identify gaps in research and fund

• Improve data sharing, collaboration, access, and management
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This service provides beach conditions reports

from select beaches along the Southwest coast

of Florida and the Florida Panhandle. The reports

are subjective (no measurements taken, just an

Most reports will be posted at 10 am and 3 pm
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that the beach reporters may be involved in more
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Thank You

For an executive summary and full report go to:

www.floridaoceanalliance.org


