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60 years is a long time. 

Think about it. How many 

organizations even survive 

for 60 years let alone 

flourish and continue to be 

the champion for the 

foundation of our Stateôs 

economy, the beaches. I am 

honored to serve as the 

Chairman of the Florida 

Shore and Beach 

Preservation Association 

during the Associationôs 

60
th
 annual conference. 

  

Click here to continue reading 
  

  

  

It is traditionally far too early to focus on the 2018 Session, but is a 

reality associated with the second even-year ñearlyò legislative 

session.  It means interim committee meeting weeks will begin 

September 11, to be followed by the Weeks of October 9,  

October 23, November 6, November 13, and December 4 before 

the 2018 Session convenes on January 9.  It is scheduled to end 

March 9. 
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A Welcome from our Host! 
Welcome to Broward County!  

We are proud to welcome 

FSBPA and hope that you 

enjoy your time here. 
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60th Annual Conference 
September 27-29, 2017 

Westin Fort Lauderdale  

Beach Resort 
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USACE  

Jacksonville District  

The 94th Coastal Engineering 

Research Board Meeting 

Summary 
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2018 Tech Conference 

Call for Papers 

Due:  October 13, 2017 
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ANNOUNCING THE 
61st Annual Conference 

September 19-21, 2018 
Clearwater Beach Hyatt Regency 

Clearwater Beach, Florida 
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Join us in Fort Lauderdale  

September 27-29 for the  

60th annual FSBPA Conference! 
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Fortunately, the committee calendar didnôt interfere with our 60
th
 Diamond Anniversary Conference, 

September 27-29, in Fort Lauderdale, which might otherwise have jeopardized the attendance of 

key speakers and agency personnel. We anticipate an outstanding conference, benefitting from 

special social events, an extended field trip, a timely program with several panels focused on the 

past decade, while recognizing with special awards those that have made exceptional ñdiamondò 

contributions to Floridaôs beach program. The advocacy agenda for Floridaôs beaches for the coming 

year will again be discussed by Senator Jack Latvala, last yearôs sponsor of SB 1590, and returning 

Chairman of the full Senate Appropriations Committee. 

Our ongoing legislative initiative has always been referred to as ñBeaches 2017 and Beyond.ò  We 

are fortunate to be able to build upon last sessionôs successes in 2018, while appreciating how 

exceptionally well Floridaôs beaches fared despite the incredibly difficult past session.  

Beaches were finally recognized for their importance to Florida in the 2017 Legislative Session.  $50 

million in funding for the traditional program and $13.3 million for storm damage recovery in a year 

where there was no increase in the overall budget, doc stamp revenues were less, and competition 

for Amendment 1 (LATF) funding was formidable.  Beaches were a winnerðunprecedented state 

funding for the traditional program.  $30 million of the $50M in recurring trust funding was a 

monumental accomplishment in this dysfunctional session. Achieving FSBPAôs goal to elevate the 

funding emphasis on inlet management projects, specifically major construction projects was also 

unprecedented.  And while substantive bills (SB 1590 and HB 1213 ï Coastal Management) did not 

pass, we have evidence in the final projects funded their intent was advanced, and the integrity of 

the selection process preserved.  

The legislative emphasis for the 2018 

Session will continue to focus on overall 

funding and how best, in this political 

environment, to sustain it. FSBPA is 

anticipating and will again champion the 

substantive legislation that so many of our 

local governments and associations as well 

as other coastal interests actively lobbied, 

while recognizing last sessionôs six 

unanimous votes did not ensure success.  

Nevertheless, we will likely try again with 

renewed input from our legislative 

champions, despite considerable 

uncertainty regarding a different outcome.  

It is not likely substantive beach bills, if reintroduced in the House and Senate for the 2018 Session, 

will deviate from the provisions already unanimously embraced and voted on this past session.   
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Most importantly we must continue to work together with all our members and 

other coastal interests to sustain the current (17/18) $50 million annual 

statewide beach management funding level, and raising the current $30M in 

recurring trust fund revenues to the full $50M in dedicated fundingð ideally in 

statute if we can pass substantive Coastal Management legislation.  No small 

feat!  Seems demands to earmark Amendment 1 trust funds are never ending.  

We can expect Florida Forever (land acquisition program) to get considerable 

attention, Greenways and Trails to seek $25M, and we should anticipate efforts 

to increase trust funding for St. Johns River.  There may also be a major statewide estuary legacy-

type bill. None of these initiatives currently receives adequate or predictable funding, and to do so is 

only getting more difficult. 

FSBPA awaits direction and detail from Senator Latvala at our upcoming conference as part of his 

Friday (September 29) Keynote.  He has gotten us to where we are now with the widespread 

support of the entire Senate.  He might adjust strategy, players, etc., but his commitment to Floridaôs 

beaches will not waiver. Issues with the House are not so easy to address or even anticipate, largely 

because they are often focused on individuals and philosophies, not substance or bill content.  

Fortunately, we have some coastal House Members that we know will support our efforts on behalf 

of beaches. 

To get a jumpstart on funding needs for FY 2018/19, we will review local government funding project 

requests, due August 1, when posted on the DEP website. Once we know for certain that 

substantive legislation will be filed, we will quickly highlight its content and ask you to once again be 

an integral part of our messaging. 

Diana Ferguson (Legislative Services, Rutledge-Ecenia) and I look forward to again serving member 

governmental needs on behalf of Floridaôs beaches.   
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For those of you who having been coming to our annual conferences, you know how rewarding, 

informative and enjoyable they are. For those of you who have never attended, thereôs no better 

time than this September. Take a look at the program schedule. Youôll see speakers that have been 

involved with coastal issues for decades. When you attend youôll hear discussions on policy, 

engineering, economics and the environment. The speakers and panelists come from all walks of 

life, including elected leaders, coastal engineers, biologists and tourism officials to name just a few. 

Just as important as the formal presentations are the friendships youôll make at the welcome 

reception, evening social and the awards banquet.  

If for no other reason, you should attend the conference to hear the keynote address from Senator 

Latvala. We are fortunate to have found a new champion for our beaches and as a group and as 

individuals we need to show the Senator our appreciation and our thanks. 

So please join us on September 27
th
 at the Florida Shore and Beach Preservation Associationôs 60

th
 

annual conference anniversary.  
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