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About Shoreline 

We are pleased to announce the 2020 conference program is available 

on-line as well as in this issue of Shoreline.   The program includes 

substantial discussions on beach and inlet projects, agency updates, and 

must-hear educational sessions added throughout. A few presentations 

to highlight include: 
 

 A Welcome from Lee County, Florida and a comprehensive look at 

the county’s beach and inlet management strategies 

continued on next page 

Photo courtesy of The Beaches of Fort Myers and Sanibel 

http://www.fsbpa.com/annual-conference/registration.html
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 Coastal Resiliency – science and policy discussions with a Legislative Keynote from Senator Jose Javier 

Rodriguez, District 37 

 USACE Jacksonville District Commander updates by Colonel Kelly   

 FDEP Secretary Valenstein on resiliency  

 Success stories, all about beaches 

 FEMA’s new guidelines for building emergency berms and beach mitigation alternatives 

 What Makes the Oceans Move in Circles? Find out through animated graphics and discussion, presented 

by Dr. Bodge  

 Federal Beaches 101 – We are pleased to offer this session organized by the USACE Jacksonville 

District to provide a procedural overview of developing, authorizing, and implementing Federal beach 

projects, from feasibility to construction. Presentations will include: 

o  History, Feasibility, and Authorization, Marty Durkin 

 A brief history of Federal projects throughout Florida, discussion on how and when the 

Federal government began its involvement in nourishing beaches, and a review of the 

project delivery process 

o Economics Considerations, Colin Rawls  

 An overview of guidance on USACE economic analyses, Principles and Guidance 

accounts, and the use of Beach-fx  

o Design and Implementation, Mike Neves  

 A discussion of the newly developed, more flexible planning tool used to achieve storm 

damage reduction benefits over the project life-cycle in lieu of the traditional design 

process 

o Sediments, Barbara Nist 

 A presentation on the sand search process, the challenges of competing demands and 

limited resources, and the USACE’s current efforts to address these challenges 

o Environmental Concerns, Aubree Hershorin 

 A discussion about the environmental considerations associated with Federal beach 

nourishment projects and the efforts by the USACE to develop efficiencies for 

improving project implementation and transparency 

There are many other noteworthy presentations in the conference program. Please be sure to visit our 

website today for the full program and registration details. We would appreciate having an approximate head-

Next Page 
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count for in-person attendees to help us plan receptions and breaks with the Hyatt Regency Coconut Point. If 

you are planning to attend in person, please register or reach out to us by August 13
th

.   

 

Your health and safety is our top priority as we continue to closely monitor the status of the pandemic. To 

ensure each attendee’s total comfort as the situation changes day-to-day, you may convert your in-person 

registration to a virtual registration at any time. 

 
* * * 

 
 

FSBPA Annual Meeting Notice 
 

Dear Members,  

 

The annual membership meeting will be held on September 17, 2020, at 12:25 p.m. Given the continued 

concerns over COVID-19, the membership meeting will be held online via Zoom.  Annual Conference 

attendees will receive the meeting link through the on-line registration system. Members who would like to 

attend the annual meeting but not attending the conference, should email mail@fsbpa.com to request a 

secure link to join the meeting. A meeting agenda will be provided in the September edition of Shoreline and 

posted on our website in advance of the meeting.  
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1:05 p.m.  
Call to Order 
 
1:15 p.m. 
Welcome and Opening Remarks, Lee County, Florida 
 
1:25 p.m.  
COVID – 19 Pandemic and the Effects on Beach Tourism  
Lee County Visitor and Convention Bureau, Fort Myers 
 
1:40 p.m. 
Securing Florida’s Blue Economy: A Strategic Plan for Florida’s Oceans and Coasts 
Lenore Alpert, Ph.D., Executive Director, Florida Ocean Alliance and William Stronge, Ph.D., Chair Emeritus, 
Department of Economics, Florida Atlantic University and Stronge Consulting, Inc., Boca Raton 
 
2:10 p.m. 
The Value of Beach Nourishment in Lee County 
James R. Houston, Ph.D., Director Emeritus, U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center, Vicksburg, MS 
 
2:30 p.m. 
Sanibel Island Strategies to Deal with Inlet Downdrift Impacts  
Brett Moore, P.E., Co-Founder, Humiston & Moore Engineers, Naples 
 
2:50 p.m.  
Professional Exchange Break and Sponsor Recognitions  
 
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
 
Sea Level Rise and Coastal Resiliency 101 
 
3:30 p.m. 
Gary Zarillo, Ph.D., P.G., Department of Ocean Engineering and Sciences, Florida Institute of Technology, Melbourne 
 
3:55 p.m. 
Jennifer Jurardo, Ph.D., Deputy Director of Broward County Environmental Protection & Growth Management 
Department and Chief Resiliency Offer, Broward County  
 
4:15 p.m.  
Noah Valenstein, Secretary, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Tallahassee 
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4:35 p.m.  
Legislative Keynote 
Senator Jose Javier Rodriguez, District 37 (consists of part of Miami-Dade County) 
 
5:00 p.m.  
Adjourn  
 

5:30 p.m.  
Welcome Reception  
 

  

 

8:00 a.m.  
Professional Exchange Break and Sponsor Recognitions  
 
8:30 a.m.  
Jacksonville District Commander's Update 
Colonel Andrew D. Kelly, Commander, Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers   
 
8:55 a.m.  
USACE 2020 – Delivering a Complex Coastal Program in Unprecedented Times  
Jason Harrah, Project Manager + Florida Supplemental Program Manager Water Resources Branch Programs & Project 
Management Division, Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 
9:20 a.m.  
Q&A 
 
9:25 a.m.  
Regional Sand Needs and Solutions for the Next 50 Years   
Clay McCoy, Ph.D., Acting Director, Regional Sediment Management Regional Center of Expertise, Jacksonville District, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers   
 
9:45 a.m.  
The Full Story of the South Ponte Vedra and Vilano Beach Coastal Storm Risk Management Project 
Damon Douglas, Coastal Manager, St. Johns County  
 
10:05 p.m.  
Professional Exchange Break and Sponsor Recognitions  
 
10:35 a.m.  
Beach Construction During a Pandemic: The 2020 Mid-Town Shore Protection Project in the Town of Palm Beach  
Thomas Pierro, P.E., D.CE., Principal Engineer, Coastal Protection Engineering, Boca Raton, Robert Weber, Coastal 
Program Manager, Town of Palm Beach, and Morjana Signorin, Lead Coastal Modeler/Oceanographer, APTIM, Boca 
Raton 
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10:55 a.m.  
Carolina Beach Risk Reduction Plan – Planning for the Worst & Hoping for the Best 
Robert Neal, P.E., Senior Coastal Engineer, Moffatt & Nichol, Wilmington, NC and Layton Bedsole, Shore Protection 
Coordinator, New Hanover County, NC 
 
11:15 a.m.  
Manasota Key Beach Restoration – A Regional Success Story 
Michael Poff, P.E., Coastal Engineering Consultants, Inc., Naples 
 
11:35 a.m.  
Florida’s Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection – 2020 Updates 
Alex Reed, Director, Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 
Tallahassee 
 

 
11:45 a.m.  
Florida’s Beach Management Funding Assistance Program: 2020 Amendment to the Project Ranking Criteria for 
State Funding 
Hanna Tillotson, Environmental Administrator, Beach Management Funding Assistance Program, 
Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Tallahassee 
 
12:05 p.m.  
Draft Permitting Guidelines for Imperiled Beach-nesting Birds 
Craig Faulhaber, Avian Conservation Coordinator, Division of Habitat and Species Conservation, Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation, Ocala 
 
12:25 p.m.  
Adjourn 
 
12:25 - 12:35 p.m. or until adjourned  
FSBPA Annual General Membership Meeting 
 
6:00 p.m.  
Cash Bar  
 
6:30 p.m.  
Awards Dinner 
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7:45 a.m.  
Professional Exchange Break and Sponsor Recognitions 
  
8:30 a.m. 
FEMA’s New Guidelines for Emergency Berms on Beaches 
Robert (Bob) Glassen, Beach Specialist, Public Assistance Branch, FEMA Region IV 
 
8:55 a.m. 
Thinking Outside the Sand Box – Beach Mitigation Solutions & FEMA’s Roadmap for Funding 
Jackie Brower, P.E., Ph.D., Coastal Engineer, Moffatt & Nichol, Fort Lauderdale and Robert Glassen, Beach Specialist, 
Public Assistance Branch, FEMA Region IV 
 
9:20 a.m. 
What Makes the Oceans Move in Circles?  
Kevin Bodge, Ph.D., P.E., President, Olsen Associates, Inc., Jacksonville 
 
9:50 a.m.   
Professional Exchange Break and Sponsor Recognitions  
 
10:20 a.m. 
Federal Beaches 101 - A Panel Presentation on the Process of Developing, Authorizing and Implementing Federal 
Beach Projects, Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
 
History, Feasibility, and Authorization  
Marty Durkin, Coastal Team Lead 
 
Economics Considerations 
Colin Rawls, Lead Economist 
 
Design and Implementation 
Mike Neves, P.E., Coastal Design Team Lead 
 
Sediments 
Barbara Nist, P.G., Coastal Geology Team Lead  
 
Environmental Concerns  
Aubree Hershorin, Ph.D., Planning Technical Lead 
 
12:00 p.m.   
Conference Adjourns 

Next Page 
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Beach Management Funding Program  

 

Additional Funding for Projects 

A little more than $10 million from the Beach Management Funding Assistance Program’s surplus funds is 

available to be awarded to beach and inlet projects that were ranked, but unfunded on the Fiscal Year 

2019/2020 list.  Unencumbered funds that where legislatively appropriated to the Beach Management 

Funding Assistance Program can be reallocated to unfunded beach and inlet management projects based 

on authority in s.161.161(20)(a)1 F.S. The department maintains the unfunded, ranked projects for 

reallocation. 

 

Eligible for funds:  

 

 Three inlet projects 

o Wiggins Pass 

o Boca Raton Inlet 

o Estero Barriers Regional Study  

 Six beach projects 

o Longboat Key 

o South Marco Island 

o South Ponte Vedra/Vilano 

o Captiva Island 

o Midtown – Palm Beach County Shore Protection Project 

o Deerfield Beach Feasibility Study  

 

Rule 62B – 36 F. A. C.- BEACH MANAGEMENT FUNDING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

The revised rule was published in the Florida Administrative Record on June 30, 2020. The Department is 

addressing minor comments from the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee as well as reviewing 

comments received from FSBPA and the Town of Hillsboro Beach. 

 

Local Government Funding Requests for Fiscal Year 2021/2022 

The call for applications was released July 31, 2020, and the deadline for submission is Sept. 30, 2020. The 

amended rule will be used to evaluate projects. Additional guidance was provided to local sponsors to 

Next Page 
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assist with the new ranking criteria. Visit the program webpage for additional information or contact your 

project manager with any questions. 

 

Catherine is Gone!  

Best wishes for Catherine Florko in her retirement! In the interim, Andrew Briscoe will manage projects in St. 

Lucie, Indian River, and Martin counties, and Vince George will manage projects in Pinellas county. 

  

Coastal Construction Control Line Program Rule Updates 

 

Chapter 62B-33 – RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR COASTAL CONSTRUCTION AND 

EXCAVATION (PERMITS FOR CONSTRUCTION SEAWARD OF THE COASTAL 

CONSTRUCTION CONTROL LINE AND 50-FOOT SETBACK) 

Proposed amendments to Chapter 62B-33, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), Rules and Procedures for 

Coastal Construction and Excavation become effective July 29, 2020. The amendments filed with the Florida 

Department of State change definitions of “eligible” and “vulnerable” used to qualify projects for coastal 

armoring. “Eligible” now clarifies that for a private structure to be eligible for coastal armoring, it must be 

located wholly or partially seaward of the Coastal Construction Control Line (CCCL). “Vulnerable” now 

includes SBEACH in the coastal engineering models available to establish a building’s vulnerability to storm 

effects.  The proposed rule amendments are available online. 

 

Chapter 62B-55 – MODEL LIGHTING ORDINANCE FOR MARINE TURTLE PROTECTION 

On June 17, 2020, the CCCL program held a rule development workshop for updates to Florida’s model sea 

turtle lighting ordinance. The webinar was attended by more than 60 representatives of local, state and 

federal governments; conservation organizations and environmental consulting firms; and other people 

interested in updates to the model lighting ordinance. The two-hour workshop provided background on the 

model ordinance, introduced draft amendments to Rule, Chapter 62B-55, F.A.C., and included a question-

and-answer session with Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) staff and workshop 

participants. Comments were accepted through July 17, 2020. Copies of the rule draft, workshop 

recording and attendee questions and comments are available online.  

 

Beaches People on the Move 

The Beaches and Field Services (BFS) program recuited Shannon Kennedy, Environmental Specialist, from 

the Southwest District Office as the new Field Inspector for the beaches of Pinellas, Manatee and Sarasota 

counties. She worked in DEP’s Hazardous Waste, Tanks, Clean Marina and Emergency Response programs 

before coming to Beaches. Born and raised on a ranch just north of Tampa, Kennedy has dabbled as a 

firefighter and ski/snowboard instructor, studied criminology at the University of South Florida, received her 

Juris Doctorate in Environmental Law and Policy from Lewis & Clark Law School in Portland, and is currently 

pursuing a master’s degree in Global Sustainability. Beaches field inspectors located in district offices and 

other locations provide compliance assistance and enforcement for the CCCL and Joint Coastal Permitting 

programs, issue CCCL field permits, consult with property owners regarding activities seaward of the CCCL 

and conduct post-storm windshield surveys reporting on hurricane damage. 
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Zach Westfall, Coastal Geologist in the Coastal Engineering and Geology Program has resigned to become 
the Assistant Coastal Coordinator for Pinellas County. Congratulations, Zach, we will miss you! 
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The St. Johns County Coastal Storm Risk 

Management (CSRM) Project includes 3 miles of 

shoreline from Vilano Beach to South Ponte Vedra 

Beach. The Feasibility Report for the project was 

approved in 2017 and included a 60 ft wide berm 

extension and dune construction. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), 

Jacksonville District, awarded a contract to Great 

Lakes Dredge & Docks Company, LLC., worth 

$15,179,000 to restore the critically eroded 

shoreline. St. Johns County is the non-federal 

sponsor for the project and will contribute 71% of 

the cost, while Jacksonville District (the federal 

sponsor) contributes the other 29%.  

This is the first nourishment project along this 

stretch of shoreline with participation from the 

federal government. The nourishment will place 

approximately 1.3 million cubic yards (cy) of sand 

that will be dredged from shoals located within St. 

Augustine Inlet. This material will be placed along 

approximately 2.6 miles of beach with the goal of 

improving coastal resilience by reducing future storm damage to infrastructure (including evacuation 

route A1A). Additionally, this nourishment will protect and enhance nesting habitat for sea turtles 

and shorebirds.  

Figure 1 shows the pre-project conditions of the beach looking south from Boating Club Road. In 

this image it is possible to see the eroded shoreline, and homes protected by seawalls. The 

nourishment event will help protect this infrastructure, as well as State Rd A1A, located adjacent to 

the houses. 

Next Page 

Figure 1: Aerial photo looking south at Boating Club Rd 
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Mobilization for the project is expected to begin in mid-August and will require closing portions of the 

beach, including Surfside Park. Dredging of the shoals is expected to commence in late September 

and updates will be provided on the Jacksonville District project site located here: http://

www.saj.usace.army.mil/StJohnsVilanoCSRM 

 
. 

 

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/StJohnsVilanoCSRM
http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/StJohnsVilanoCSRM
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Shoreline 

A monthly electronic publication of the Florida 

Shore & Beach Preservation Association. 
 

Officers 
 

Chair 
Virginia Barker, Brevard County 
 
Vice-Chair 
vacant 
 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Don Donaldson, Martin County 
 

Directors 

Jennifer Bistyga, City of Boca Raton 
Marina Blanco-Pape, Miami-Dade County 
Steve Boutelle, Lee County 
Damon Douglas, St. Johns County 
Charlie Hunsicker, Manatee County 
Emily Lewis, Charlotte County 
Gary McAlpin, Collier County 
Joshua Revord, St. Lucie County 
Janet Zimmerman, FIND 
 

Chair Emeritus 

Allen Ten Broek 
 

Ex Officio 

USACE Jacksonville District, Jason Harrah and    
    Jason Engle  
USACE Mobile District, Jenny Jacobson 
FDEP, Lainie Edwards 
Kevin Bodge, Olsen Associates, Inc. 
Bernie Eastman, Eastman Aggregates, LLC 
Bill Hanson, Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co. 
 

FSBPA Staff 

President: Pepper Uchino 

Executive Director: Jackie Larson 

Technical Director: Lisa Armbruster 

Office/Conference Manager: Teri Besse 

 
Florida Shore & Beach Preservation Association 

PO Box 13146, Tallahassee FL 32317 

Phone: (850) 906-9227 • Fax: (850) 462-3575 

www.fsbpa.com • mail@fsbpa.com 
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