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Mark your calendars for the next Tech 

Conference to be held February 7-9, at 

the Embassy Suites on the sandy 

beaches in beautiful St. Augustine. The location has become a fan 

favorite, and we hope you will join us once again for an outstanding 

professional conference.   

Development of the conference program is underway! The abstract 

deadline closed, and the Planning Committee is reviewing and scoring this 

month. This is no small task given the quality of presentation abstracts 

received for the conference. As conference organizer, FSBPA anticipates 

the program in early December.  

Important conference information and deadlines are available on FSBPA’s 

website. Hotel reservations at the Embassy Suites are available at the 

group rate of $174 / night and can be made online (Cut-off date is January 

8). Cancelled rooms are not returned to the FSBPA room block for others 

to use, so please only reserve the number of rooms that you can use.   

Conference registration and sponsorships will be available on FSBPA’s 
website during the week of November 13

th
. Stay tuned!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.fsbpa.com/tech-conference/hotel.html
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The FRC kicked off on September 27
th
 with a warm welcome by Broward County’s Mayor Lamar Fisher and a 

video presentation by Florida Senate President Kathleen Passidomo, and then launched into legislative policy 

presentations on resilience from the Governor’s Office, 

Department of Environmental Protection, and Division of 

Emergency Management. Breakout sessions followed, where 

elected officials, agency partners, NGOs, and industry 

experts took deeper dives into programs and projects in 

beach management, energy, infrastructure, and smart 

planning. The enthusiasm from the day shifted into a lively Welcome Reception that evening sponsored by 

Garcia, Kiewit and Weeks. Hundreds of attendees lined the exhibit hall to network and collaborate.  

 

The 2
nd

 Florida Resilience Conference in Fort Lauderdale was on all accounts a success, 

and we hope that you were there to celebrate the incredible event with us. After years of 

planning, promoting, program development and forging new partnerships, the conference 

showcased over 120 speakers, and nearly 40 sponsors, 30 exhibitors, and 550 attendees. 

The event also featured FSBPA’s 66
th
 Annual Meeting and an unforgettable awards ban-

quet to honor four amazing individuals for their professional accomplishments.  

Did you know that the State of Florida 
has committed over a billion dollars to 

the Resilient Florida program and 
planning initiatives! 
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The program themes carried into Thursday 

and Friday mornings and included 

discussion by Colonel James Booth, 

Commander of the Jacksonville District, 

USACE, and panel presentations by 

Florida’s Water Management Districts, 

Department of Transportation, and Regional 

Planning Councils on managing water 

resources and planning strategies for a 

resilient future. We also heard informative 

panel discussions about funding 

infrastructure projects, managing sand after 

a hurricane, preparing for the future of grid 

resilience and power generation, and 

planning collaboratively in communities. As 

part of the closing session, we were 

fortunate to hear Senator Alexis Calatayud, 

District 38, speak on the Florida Legislature’s 

Environmental Outlook. Feedback on the program has been very positive thanks to the outstanding speakers 

who shared their insights and experience with us.  

 

 

 
 

Colonel Booth delivers the Commander’s Update 

Thursday afternoon’s luncheon sponsored by Autodesk 
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Thursday evening’s affair was nothing shy of spectacular. Sponsoring the cocktail hour, Live Wildly brought a ton of 
smiles and swag to the event, and of course - cocktails. What a generous addition to the program!  
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The evening continued with the Awards Banquet sponsored by CPE, Aptim, and Lewis Longman & Walker 

to celebrate four longtime FSBPA members for their distinguished service to beach preservation. A special 

thanks to Humiston & Moore for their sponsorship of the Awards. It was a joyous and unforgettable 

experience. Photos of the Award winners and plaque inscriptions are available on the next page, and candid 

shots of the evening can be found at FSBPA... Ft. Lauderdale... 9/28/23. 

 

Mark your calendars for the 2024 FRC, September 11-13, 2024, at the Hyatt Coconut Point in Bonita 

Springs. Planning is already underway and we look forward to receiving ideas for improving the agenda.  

https://tomweber.smugmug.com/Events/FSBPA-Ft-Lauderdale-92823/
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Congratulations FSBPA Awards winners! We applaud your dedicated commitment to Florida’s beaches. A 

special thanks to everyone who joined the annual awards celebration on Thursday evening. It was a 

memorable time for all.   

 

 
                     

Stan Tait & Deborah Flack Award 
“In recognition of over 40 years of dedicated service  

and commitment to the preservation of  

Manatee County’s natural resources and  

coastlines and for your outstanding contributions  

to the statewide beach management program and  

this association”   

 

Presented to 

Charlie Hunsicker 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Service Award 

“For your outstanding service and commitment  

to enhancing Florida’s waterways  

and protecting beaches through effective  

regional sand management, on behalf of  

the Florida Inland Navigation District  

and the twelve counties it serves”  

 

Presented to 

Janet Zimmerman 
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Local Government Award 

“In recognition of your exemplary leadership and 

unyielding commitment to the preservation of  St. Lucie 

County’s beaches and for successfully advancing the 

county’s beach management program by finding 

solutions to complete priority projects –  

one project at a time” 

 

Presented to  

Joshua Revord 

 

 

 

Jim Purpura/T.Y. Chiu Engineering Award 
“In honor of your distinguished career at the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, and in 

recognition of your significant contributions advancing coastal engineering solutions for the protection and 

preservation of Florida’s 825 miles of world-class beaches” 

 

Presented to  

Robert M. Brantly 
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The Surfing’s Evolution & Preservation Foundation awarded FSBPA a 

grant to initiate a Student Travel Scholarship Program for the FRC.  

Students from Florida universities competed to earn one of three 

scholarships that allowed them to attend and network at the event. 

Congratulations to Teagan Frazier, University of Florida, Center for 

Coastal Solutions; Leanne Hauptman, Florida Atlantic University; and 

Elizabeth Royer, University of South Florida, for a job well done!  

 

Thank you to the Foundation for your generous support of these 

students and special thanks to the Selection Committee for reviewing 

applications and making the very tough decisions among candidates.  

 

Student Scholarship Recipients with Selection Committee 
Lainie Edwards, James Gray, Teagan Frazier, Leanne Hauptman, 

Elizabeth Royer, and Lauren Floyd. Jimmy Sellers not pictured. 
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A Warm Welcome to the New Program Manager for Coastal Engineering and Geology Group 

 

Shamim Murshid, Ph.D. has been promoted to program administrator of the Coastal Engineering and 

Geology Group. Shamim received his bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from Bangladesh University of 

Engineering and Technology; has two master’s degrees, one in coastal engineering (Delft) and one in marine 

science (University of Delaware); and a Ph.D. in oceanography and coastal sciences (Louisiana State 

University). He started working for the department in 2021 and has supervised the survey team, performed 

numerical modeling, reviewed beach and inlet management projects as well as evaluated post-storm impacts. 

 

Shamim is married, has a three-year-old son and loves to travel. 

 

He hopes to improve our modeling expertise, especially hydrodynamic modeling, through hiring an 

Environmental Manager and a new Engineering Specialist III. 

 

A Warm Welcome to the New Environmental Administer Beach Field Services 
 

Ginger Shirah has joined the Beach Field Services team after eight years in Waste Management. She has 

also worked for the Division of Emergency Management and the United States Geological Service. 

 

She is from Wakulla County and earned her geography degree from Florida State University. She is married 

with an 11-year-old son, likes to hike and kayak, keep bees and garden. 

 

She looks forward to visiting with all the field inspectors around the state and exploring all the beaches! 

 

Beaches Inlets and Ports Program (BIPP) Staff Updates 
 

William (Zach) Boudreau to Resource Review Section 

 

Zach Boudreau is moving to the Resource Review Section within BIPP. Zach served as permit manager for 

the Southeast Atlantic coast for seven years and oversaw the completion and issuance of many significant 

permits for coastal management activities. Zach earned his Master of Science in Marine Biology from 

Northeastern University and undergraduate degree in psychology from Franciscan University of Steubenville.  

Next Page 
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Kaylee Rose to Manage Southeast Region Permits 

 

Kaylee Rose will be promoted from Environmental Specialist (ES) II to ES III and will now cover the 

Southeast Atlantic coast as permit manager. Kaylee came to the department in January of 2022 and has 

managed the Florida Panhandle and northeast regions of the state. Kaylee has done an outstanding job 

managing her region and will undoubtably continue to do so for the southeast region. Kaylee earned a Master 

of Science in Aquatic Environmental Science from Florida State University and an undergraduate degree in 

biology from Georgia Southern University.   

 

Zach and Kaylee’s transitions to their new roles will occur over time. They may still be contacted regarding 

any of the permits they are currently managing. The hiring process for the vacant ES II position will take place 

immediately and new staff additions will be announced in subsequent newsletters.  
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On November 9, 2023, the Florida Ocean Alliance will host the Coastal Resilience - Protecting Florida’s Blue 

Economy & Future Leadership Meeting. Alliance members and marine and coastal experts and advocates 

from around the state will gather at Port Tampa Bay - Terminal 2 for discussions on the changing climate 

and the impacts on Florida’s natural infrastructure and coastal communities as well as the blue economy. 

Speakers include Dr. Mark Rains, Chief Science Officer of the Florida Department of Environmental 

Protection; James Murley, Chief Resilience Officer of Miami-Dade County; and an expert panel including Dr. 

Charles Colgan of the Center for the Blue Economy plus Florida marine and coastal scientists and other 

experts who will discuss key challenges as well as new solutions that can strengthen Florida’s coastal 

resilience. 

 

Following the program, join us for an onboard reception, silent auction, and sunset cruise hosted by Port 

Tampa Bay and the Alliance Board of Directors. 

 

Reserve now: Tickets are on sale, click here 

 

For sponsorship information, contact: mlord.foa@gmail.com 

 

Subscribe to Florida Ocean News for event updates and an invitation to the event. 

https://www.floridaoceanalliance.org/our-team
https://ticketstripe.com/events/1035263
mailto:mlord.foa@gmail.com
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/H1ZYPGZ/FloridaOceanNews
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The FAU Harbor Branch and UNCW team installed new buoy infrastructure at two sites (10 nautical miles NE 

of Ft. Pierce, and 16 nautical miles NE of Ponce Inlet). The work is performed as part of a new SECOORA 

grant to fill a critical regional monitoring gap regarding oceanographic and meteorological data.  

 

Both sites consist of a full-size ocean buoy with CTD and meteorological sensors, and the Ponce site also 

has a co-located wave buoy. Hourly data is available from UNCW-operated CORMP.org, NDBC.NOAA.gov, 

or SECOORA.org. The real-time information will be useful not only for improving weather and hurricane 

forecasting, with the NWS included as partners on the project, but the Ponce site in particular has been very 

well-received by the local recreational communities, e.g. the surfers in New Smyrna and Daytona who 

previously had to rely on the Canaveral or St. Augustine buoys.  

 

The grant expands the existing UNCW CORMP system to Florida (lead PI Lynn Leonard, Co-PI Chris 

LaClair), with their group responsible for providing the major equipment infrastructure, while FAU Harbor 

Branch researcher Jordon Beckler’s group (Co-PI) is largely responsible for maintaining the buoys and 

working with local stakeholders and scientists who are interested in leveraging the data or even the buoy 

infrastructure for their own work. Please contact Dr. Beckler at jbeckler@fau.edu if you interested in working 

with the buoys, which are expected to be operational for at least the next four years. 

 

Buoy data streams can be found at 

PNC (Ponce Inlet) oceanographic and meteorological data 

PNCWAVE (Ponce Inlet) wave data 

FTP (Ft. Pierce) oceanographic and meteorological data 

 

.   

https://cormp.org/?health=Off&quality=Off&units=English&duration=3%20days&maps=storm_tracks&legend=Off&forecast=Point&hti=&nhc=undefined&nhcWinds=undefined&sst=&current=&datum=MLLW&windPrediction=wind%20speed%20prediction&region=&bbox=&iframe=null&mode=home&b
https://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/
https://secoora.org/
mailto:jbeckler@fau.edu
https://cormp.org/?health=Off&quality=Off&units=English&duration=3%20days&maps=storm_tracks&legend=Off&forecast=Point&hti=&nhc=undefined&nhcWinds=undefined&sst=&current=&datum=MLLW&windPrediction=wind%20speed%20prediction&region=&bbox=-86.9677734375,24.347096
https://cormp.org/?health=Off&quality=Off&units=English&duration=3%20days&maps=storm_tracks&legend=Off&forecast=Point&hti=&nhc=undefined&nhcWinds=undefined&sst=&current=&datum=MLLW&windPrediction=wind%20speed%20prediction&region=&bbox=-86.9677734375,24.347096
https://cormp.org/?health=Off&quality=Off&units=English&duration=3%20days&maps=storm_tracks&legend=Off&forecast=Point&hti=&nhc=undefined&nhcWinds=undefined&sst=&current=&datum=MLLW&windPrediction=wind%20speed%20prediction&region=&bbox=&iframe=null&mode=home&b
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February 7-9, 2024 

37th Annual National Conference on Beach Preservation 

Technology 

Embassy Suites, St. Augustine, FL 

 

September 11-13, 2024 

3rd Annual Florida Resilience Conference 
featuring the 67th FSBPA Annual Meeting 
Hyatt Regency Coconut Point, Bonita Springs, FL
 

 

Florida Ocean Alliance’s  

Coastal Resilience Leadership Meeting  

November 9  

Port Tampa Bay 

 

Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway Association  

Annual Meeting  

November 13-15, 2023, Aloft Hotel, Wilmington, NC 
 

Follow us on 

Shoreline 

A monthly electronic publication of the Florida 
Shore & Beach Preservation Association. 
 

Officers 
 

Chair 
Emily Lewis, Charlotte County 
 

Vice-Chair 
Steve Boutelle, Lee County 
 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Janet Zimmerman, FIND 
 

Past-Chair 
Charlie Hunsicker, Manatee County 
 

Directors 

John Bishop, Pinellas County 
Marina Blanco-Pape, Miami-Dade County 
Damon Douglas, St. Johns County 
James Gray, Sebastian Inlet District 
Mike McGarry, Brevard County 
Joshua Revord, St. Lucie County  
Dan Rowe, Bay County  
Andy Studt, Palm Beach County 
Rob Weber, Town of Palm Beach 
 

Chair Emeritus 
Allen Ten Broek 
 

President Emeritus 
Deborah Flack 
 

Ex Officio 
USACE Jacksonville District, Milan Mora  
USACE Mobile District, Jenny Jacobson 
FDEP, Lainie Edwards 
Dan Hussin, Manson Construction 
Nicole Sharp, APTIM 
Angela Schedel, HDR 
 

FSBPA Staff 

President: Pepper Uchino 

Executive Director: Jackie Larson 

Technical Director: Lisa Armbruster 

Office/Conference Manager: Teri Besse 

 
Florida Shore & Beach Preservation Association 
PO Box 13146, Tallahassee FL 32317 
Phone: (850) 906-9227  
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